
Rebuilders Learn to Handle Opposition

Nehemiah 3
      NOTES


I.  Look at the SOURCE of the OPPOSITION.

Nehemiah 2:10 (MSG) “When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they were very upset, angry that anyone would come to look after the interests of the People of Israel.”
1. Opposition came from OUTSIDE.

Nehemiah 4:1-3 (NLT) “Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we were rebuilding the wall. He flew into a rage and mocked the Jews, saying in front of his friends and the Samarian army officers, “What does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they’re doing? Do they think they can build the wall in a single day by just offering a few sacrifices? Do they actually think they can make something of stones from a rubbish heap—and charred ones at that?” Tobiah the Ammonite, who was standing beside him, remarked, “That stone wall would collapse if even a fox walked along the top of it!”

Notice these attacks came in three areas.

· Their morale was attacked. “What does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they’re doing?”

· Their motives were attacked. "What are these feeble Jews doing? Are they going to restore it for themselves?”
· Their mission was attacked. “Tobiah the Ammonite jumped in and said, "That's right! What do they think they're building? Why, if a fox climbed that wall, it would fall to pieces under his weight."
2. The opposition came from INSIDE.

Nehemiah 4:10 (MSG) “But soon word was going around in Judah, The builders are pooped, the rubbish piles up; we’re in over our heads, we can't build this wall.”

What we find is the four fatal “F’s”

· F ATIGUE: “The workers are getting tired.” 

· F RUSTRATION: “There is so much rubble to be moved.”

· F EAR OF F AILURE: “We will never be able to build the wall by ourselves.”

II. How to HANDLE opposition.

First:  Meet the opposition HEAD-ON.

Three simple things they did.
· They had a heart to PRAY.
Nehemiah 4:4-5 (NLT) “Then I prayed, “Hear us, our God, for we are being mocked. May their scoffing fall back on their own heads, and may they themselves become captives in a foreign land! Do not ignore their guilt. Do not blot out their sins, for they have provoked you to anger here in front of the builders.”

Acts 4:23-24 (NLT) “As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what the leading priests and elders had said. When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their voices together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them.”

· They had a mind to WORK.
Nehemiah 4:6 (NASB95) “So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.”
1 Peter 2:22-24 (MSG) “He never did one thing wrong, Not once said anything amiss. They called him every name in the book and he said nothing back. He suffered in silence, content to let God set things right. He used his servant body to carry our sins to the Cross so we could be rid of sin, free to live the right way. His wounds became your healing.”
· They had an eye to WATCH.
Nehemiah 4:9 (NASB) “We set up a guard against them day and night.”

Ephesians 5:14-15 (AMP) “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall shine (make day dawn) upon you and give you light. Be alert and look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people).”

Second:  Make proper ADJUSTMENTS.

Nehemiah 4:12 (NLT) “The Jews who lived near the enemy came and told us again and again, “They will come from all directions and attack us!”

Nehemiah 4:10 (NLT) “There is so much rubble to be moved. We will never be able to build the wall by ourselves.”

Third: Stay on COURSE.

Nehemiah 4:15 (MSG) “Our enemies learned that we knew all about their plan and that God had frustrated it. And we went back to the wall and went to work.” From then on half of my young men worked while the other half stood guard with lances, shields, bows, and mail armor. Military officers served as backup for everyone in Judah who was at work rebuilding the wall. The common laborers held a tool in one hand and a spear in the other.”

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 (NASB) “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.”

Philippians 3:13-14 (NLT) “I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.”

Fourth: Set your COMPASS.

Nehemiah 4:18-21 (NASB) “As for the builders, each wore his sword girded at his side as he built, while the trumpeter stood near me. I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "The work is great and extensive, and we are separated on the wall far from one another. At whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us." So we carried on the work with half of them holding spears.”

Application:

As you seek to fulfill God’s purposes for your life has there been opposition from:

1. Without?

2. Within?

How are you handling the opposition?

When meeting the opposition head on do you:

1. Have a heart to pray?

2. Have a mind to work?

3. Have an eye to watch?

What do you need to do to make the proper adjustments?

1. Get closer to the heart of God and work of God and the people of God.

2. Clear away the rubbish that clutters up the foundation.

Do you need to intensify you focus and stay the course?

Do you need to reset you compass and point your life toward Christ?

What one thing has God shown you that you need to do this week?

Memory Verse: Hebrews 12:2 (NASB) “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
